I went to Kenya with TEA in 1964 where I taught agriculture from September 1964 through
December 1966 at Chavakali Boys Secondary School in Maragoli, about 15 miles south of
Kakamega. Then I had a short term AID contract to teach agriculture at Kisii from January 1967
through April of that year. When I returned home to Iowa I did a Master’s Degree in Agricultural
Education and taught school 2 more years before returning to the family farm. I farmed with my
brother for 45 years – and I’m still somewhat involved on the farm – especially at harvest time.
I have returned to Kenya about 20 times in the past 50 years. One year we took our two
children, aged 13 and 15 , and enrolled put them in all- African schools for one term. We led
some church youth mission teams to Kenya where we built school buildings like a science lab
and a home-etc. building. My wife and I did short term mission teams on two occasions to help
renovate a hospital. For several years we spent 3 months of the winter volunteering at a Bible
college. (Having three months available was one of the perks of farming – with a brother). One
winter we volunteered in a school in the slums of Nairobi. Over the years we had several
sponsored children in Kenya and were able to visit all of them.
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Most recently I visited my old school, Chavakali, in 2016 and again in April 2017. It has
grown from 240 students when I was teaching to over 1,200 students now. I have maintained
contact with the man who was my cook in the 60’s. Here he is shining my car back in the 60’s.
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And here he is in his mud walled house in April of 2017.

!

This year I visited one of my former students who finished school at Chavakali in 1965, had a
very successful career as an accountant and is now retired to his farm putting into practice
everything I taught him 50 years ago.
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When I was teaching agriculture in Chavakali I had a full line of farm machinery and tools,
furnished by USAID. Here are the students who liked to pose on the tractor in those days.

And here is the same tractor, still at Chavakali in 2017, but it has not run for over 40 years. That,
all too often, has been the fate for well intentioned farm machinery sent Kenya where there were
often no repairs. This particular tractor was the only gasoline powered Ferguson 35 in all of
Kenya so no dealer had repairs for the gasoline engine while all of others were Diesel powered. .
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I’m thankful to TEA for organizing the program for teachers in Kenya. I’ve always
considered those years in Kenya to be one of the highlights of my life.
Dan Beane

